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| am very pleased to have

journeyed with Shek Tin through

her growth from infancy to adolescence. As a toddler, she had

been fumbling and tumbling in learning to stand on her own feet

and the joy of her first walk was gaily celebrated. In the days of her

adolescence, the frustration and thrills of stormy weather seemed

daunting and impossible. But when the storms were ridden out,

she realised that all these difficulties were just part of her growth
exercise.

Now she is twenty-five years old. As an adult, she has become
more mature and competent. However, in the days ahead, she will
still be faced with tough and severe challenges. She can learn from
Jesus and rely on Him with a meek and humble heart and all these
challenges will be dearly blessed by the Lord. He has promised that
the yoke is easy and the burden light.

As Moses blessed the Israelites in the Old Testament, | am
sending Shek Tin my hearty greetings, wishing the staff and students
all the best in the future years to come:

The LORD bless you and keep youl!

The LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you!

The LORD look upon you kindly and give you peace! (Numbers
6: 24-26)

Dominic So
Former Principal
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A Language-rich Environment for English
at Shek Lei Catholic Secondary School

The learning of English can be enhanced if students are exposed to the
language more often when they are at school. Therefore, the language
enrichment activities at the school are making English more visible and
audible than it has been in the past. The following measures were designed
to stimulate and involve students more actively in their English studies.

Whole school approach

This approach uses four initiatives, designed to build upon each other.
Firstly, teachers in Key Learning Areas (KLA) have developed lunchtime
activities on English-speaking days, usually games or competitions, to
develop specialist English vocabulary. Secondly, in the classroom all
teachers incorporate some English in their lessons. Key vocabulary of
all subjects is posted on notice boards. Thirdly, students are strongly
encouraged to use English inside and outside their classrooms, especially
F.1 students with all English teachers. Finally, to provide a good incentive for
students, free Italian dinners have been offered as prizes to those students
who speak with at least 10 different teachers and collect their signatures.

English-speaking days

From the oldest students in Form 7 to the youngest ones in Form 1, all the
classes at our school take turns to lead the activities on English-speaking
day. The performances at morning assemblies on Thursdays include songs,
poems, interviews, quizzes, and presentations. At lunchtime, students
read aloud and have conversations at the “Shall we talk?” counter. Some
students give individual presentations to schoolmates and teachers. The
aim is to be active in our learning. Take part, don’t be shy and do your best!

30 ]
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The English-speaking zone

The area outside the English staff room is a place for speaking English.
Everyone who stands there, to talk with a teacher or hand in some
homework, must communicate in English. Although this may seem very
difficult at first for some students, they soon learn to get their message
across, even if they only use simple sentences.

The English café

Having fun with English is an important feature of the enrichment
activities. At the English Café, students enjoy using English to order
drinks, and then they play games together. Following instructions and
learning new words can be rewarding if there is a prize to be won in a
competition.

Posting of signs in English around the campus

Colourful signs were put up outside the school office to remind students
about what to say. For example, students were asked to say, “May |
have some coloured chalk for my classroom?” Similar signs were put up
outside the English teachers’ staff room. They said, “Hello. My name is
. May | speak to please?” or “Can | practise reading aloud to
you?”

Classroom decoration activities

In the classrooms, objects such as windows, lockers, desks and air
conditioners were labelled with their English names. Other phrases
such as “Can | open the window, please?” were put up on the walls. In
November, a competition was held between the classes for the best-
decorated classroom, based on creativity, colour and good spelling. And
then, another decorating program for slogans and phrases took place in
December. Students wrote sentences such as “Well begun is half done.”
and “A teacher can show you the way, but you must take the first step.”

In conclusion, English enrichment has been a successful way to promote
more use of the language. Our school will strive to continue creating new
and interesting opportunities for our students to develop their English
skills.

i .L\.LL'L'I‘H‘-‘. VR
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Being a teacher in Shek Lei was my first job. | was very nervous
and excited to get the job because | got the offer towards the end -
of the summer. Mr. So (Vice principal) was the one who interviewed
me and Mrs. Cheng (Principal) was away on holiday at that time.

Thank you Shek Lei for giving me the opportunities, not just to
earn my first salary, but allowing me to practise what | learned in the
College and to learn what | did not learn from the College. You also
allowed me to try different things. It was the place | started my career.
Lots of wonderful memories came with the name Shek Lei: happy, sad,
worry, fear, anger, proud, satisfaction, etc.

Thank you to my old colleagues, the principals and the students of
Shek Lei for being part of my memories.

Congratulations to your 25" anniversary.

Sincerely,
Miss Tong Ming Mun, Sarah
Former Art Teacher
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Each time something difficult and challenging has happened to me,

it has marked the beginning of a new era in my life.

Kimberly Kriberger —Chicken Soup for the College Soul

| cannot recall that very moment in my childhood
when | wished to be anyone other than a teacher. As
a child, | used to ‘play school’ with my siblings and
friends in order to practise for my future career. What
| did not realize as a child was how tough, stressful
and challenging a teacher’s life could be. My dream of
becoming a teacher, being respected as an authority
figure and a high status profession, has proven to be
merely an illusion since | took up teaching as my career
a year ago. | have never been so upset and frustrated in
my life.

What | found the greatest challenge in my teaching
was how to build up an image as a strategic and inspired
language teacher and create an open, pleasant and
homely learning atmosphere for my students. Although
| had tried hard to make myself look more mature and
sober by dressing and setting my hair in an OL style, to
my utmost disappointment, | still failed to draw students’
attention to my lessons. No matter how hard | tried to
explain and interpret what | taught in English, many
students simply responded to me with blank faces
and attitudes of indifference. The most annoying thing
was the deafening noises made by a few culprits who
deliberately turned the classroom into an awful mess. |
just wondered how | could go on teaching amid scenes
of utter chaos. Meanwhile my childhood dream turned
into a nightmare which haunted me day and night.
Should | really give up and go away? What | could do at
that moment was to pray to God and ask for His help.

Miraculously, angels were sent to me to save me
from my turmoil. | was relieved when my principal and
my colleagues lent me a helping hand. With their acts of
kindness, words of encouragement and sound advice, |
found my way at last and knew how to face up to reality

with courage and determination. | should stay in my job
and carry on with my mission with perseverance. | had
to make up for what | had missed in my preparation
for being a teacher. The very first thing | had to do was
to bridge the gap between my students and me. The
principal, Ms Lau, once told me that the prerequisite
to successful teaching was the establishment of
a good rapport between the two parties. Through
sharing sessions with the classes | taught, students
were encouraged to talk about their learning problems
and freely express what their ideal teacher was like.
Then | realized what they needed most was a caring,
considerate and understanding teacher who was ready
to listen, share and offer help. They believed that they
could accomplish any tasks with teachers’ scaffolding
guidance and positive feedback.

To address their learning problems, | started to
make adjustments and tailor the teaching materials to
their needs and abilities. By employing various kinds of
teaching and learning strategies in real-life situations, a
positive and non-threatening learning environment was
thus created. Games, videos, songs, e-mails and various
sorts of multi-media learning resources other than
textbooks added more fun and pleasure to language
learning. Gradually the students realized that learning
was not only confined to the classrooms and they could
broaden their learning experiences outside school. For
one whole year, we all worked hard for our common goal
to make English our friend and fear it no more.

Towards the end of the school year, the underlying
truth that “God helps those who help themselves”
emerged. As the school final exam drew near, my
students gave me an overwhelmingly surprise. | found
my e-mail box full of their messages and short notes ALL
IN ENGLISH. Apart from that, many students became
more willing to chat and share their feelings with me
in English after lessons. Then | realized that | was not
only their teacher, but also their friend as well as their
adviser. More importantly, | found that my students had
successfully made a great leap forward. They used
English more actively and more confidently!

Finally, we all got God’s message that “All things are
possible to him who believes.” A year’s experience of
teaching and learning reveals that we can overcome any
difficulties only if we try harder, be more perseverant and
keep our faith in God whole-heartedly.

Miss Hui Man King
Former English Teacher
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| still remembered all the good memories that | have with
“Shek Tin”. Participated in school choir, sports day, drama club,
school librarian, school prefect, big sisters and brothers, tongue
twister competition and school prefect are all things that | would
never forget for the rest of my life. It has been more than 10

years that | haven’t seen my former teachers and old friends. |

will never forget the best 5 years | spent there.

“Team Player” is definitely a right word to describe my
personality throughout the time | was in “Shek Tin”. | have to say that | was one
of the most active students between the year of 1989 and 1994. | basically had to
convince all teachers and classmates | wanted to be a team player in school and
make them believe that | am there for “Shek Tin” all the time. You could see me
everywhere in school every day. Ever since | became a freshman in “Shek Tin”, |
already enrolled in school choir, drama club, home economics club and sports day
cheerleader team. | am sure Mrs. Chan and Mr. Liu know me so well at that time.
After that, | was the school librarian and school prefect, participating on sports
day of all Catholic schools, solo competition of Music Festival and reading award
scheme.

| am feeling very embarrassed to tell anyone that | was only 14 years old at
the time of the 10th anniversary with “Shek Tin”. My schoolmates and | were so
involved in the ceremony. We were really proud to accomplish the entire thing. It
was really fun to plan, participate, show and celebrate.

| came to the United States to work at Walt Disney World in 1997. | decided to
reside here ever since. | got the opportunity to pursue my education after one year
of the “Mickey Mouse” experience. | graduated with a Finance degree from the
University of Central Florida about a few years ago. My fiancé and | are planning
to have our own business next year. Hopefully, everything will go fine.

| have to take this great opportunity to thank all my beloved teachers,
especially Mrs. Chan Leung Yuen Bing (the Music teacher), Mr. Liu Tin Lun
(my Form 1 & 2 class teacher), Mr. Ng Kin Ming, Mr. Yeung Wai Hung (the PE
teacher), and Ms. Yip (my Form 3 class teacher). Thank you for helping me to

become who | am today!

Ng Ka Ki, Debby

1994 graduate
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Time slips away hastily! Seize your time!

Congratulations! Shek Lei Catholic Secondary
School is stepping into its 25th anniversary this year!
Time slips away so hastily! In these 25 years, SLCSS
has been providing an excellent place for students to
grow up. It also lets students find their futures, and
breeds numerous successful graduates. | wish that
this school will continue its aims and also enhance and
glorify the spirit of humility and peace. Happy Birthday to
SLCSS!

Let me introduce myself first. | am Lam Hon
Cheung. | am also known as Jacky and “Lam Cheung”.
| entered SLCSS in September 1999 and graduated in
June 2006. In other words, | have been a Shektinian for
seven years. Though | have graduated from Shek Tin, |
am always a Shektinian!

In a gathering of my class 7B last month, Mr. Tsang
Kwok Yung (my class teacher) asked me whether |
would like to write an article in English for the special
publication for the 25th anniversary. | was so surprised
that | never thought of this before and never imagined
| could have this opportunity. | doubted about my
English level for writing an article in such a meaningful
publication. However, | also felt very excited for Mr.
Tsang’s trust in me. Frankly speaking, | feel so honored
to contribute to this special publication.

Okay, let me say something about myself.

After taking the associate degree, all the things seem
to be compressed. Time really slips away so hastily!

Now | am studying in Associate Degree of Arts
in English Professional Communication (AA EPC) in
the City University of Hong Kong. | chose to enter this
program because | am interested in communication and
languages, especially English. In my program, all the
courses are taught in English, i.e. no Chinese in lessons
at all! Although | like the life studying in this program, |
do miss SLCSS! | miss Mr. Tsang’s Chinese Language
and Culture lessons, all the teachers, the really close
relationships between classmates and between teachers

and students,
the football
team, and
so on and so
on. | do not
mean that the
teachers and
classmates
here are not
good. In fact,
they are all very nice! After all, the semester has just
begun for around two months; all the classmates are
from different backgrounds; and the mode of attending
classes in universities is quite different from that in
secondary schools. We still do not know each other very
well but | think we just need some time.

In these two months, | have been really busy. | have
S0 many assignments, projects and presentations to
work on. In fact, this is a characteristic of this program.
Though | have three days off in each week, | have to do
my assignments or projects during the time and it seems
like | do not have any day off. It is a bit exhausting
but | still like this kind of life. This is all because | am
interested in what | am learning. My interest has been my
motivation and makes me work harder and harder. Two
weeks ago, | got my first fruitful result; | got the highest
mark in my class for an assignment even though | have a
classmate who is a native English speaker. It meant a lot
to me. It proved that finding my own interest and target is
very important and working hard for the target can lead
me to success.

Besides, | was voted to be the year representative
for AA EPC. My job is to represent the students in this
program to have a committee meeting with all of our
teachers in each semester, give advice to the program
leaders from students’ point of view and act as a bridge
between the teachers and the students. | feel so honored
and | am sure that | will gain a lot in these two years.

Even though | have been studying in AA EPC for
only two months, | can foresee that my life in the coming
two years will be so substantial and surely | will learn a
lot. | definitely will work harder and try my best to get a
good result.

Remember, seize the time and make your life fruitfull

Jacky Lam Hon Cheung
2006 F7 Graduate
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